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The Opportunity

Passage of the Recovering Americas
Wildlife Act would mean more than S$63

million in new dollars each year for Texas,
transforming efforts to conserve and re-
store more than 1,300 nongame fish and
wildlife species of concern here in the
Lone Star State. It would do this by tapping
existing federal revenue from oil and gas
production, with buy-in from industries
involved—there would be no new or ad-
ditional taxes. By focusing on species of
concern and their habitats, it would keep
common species common and avoid the
need for endangered species listings by
getting ahead of wildlife declines while
there's still time to act. That's good for jobs
and the economy as well as wildlife, which
1s why this plan started with buy-in from
iIndustry and business. These creatures and
thelr wild homes are the "goose that lays
the golden egg" that sustains multi-billion
dollar nature tourism industries in our state,
clean air and water, and healthy outdoor
recreation. This bill would mean millions in
new grants to nonprofits, universities, land-
owners, local communities and others. Be-
sides natural resource benefits, this could
also transform nature-based recreation and
education opportunities for children and
families. It would be the greatest wildlife
conservation breakthrough in decades.

Background

Our natural resources face many challeng-
es in the years ahead. As more and more
Texans reside in urban areas, many are
becoming increasingly detached from any
meaningful connection to nature or the
outdoors. Our natural landscape continues
to change. Farm, ranch and timber land
held in families for generations is being
subdivided and sold in smaller parcels,
resulting in the fragmentation of the nat-
ural landscape. Human population growth
and concomitant increased demands on
water resources threaten to alter natural
river flow patterns and habitat conditions
for native aquatic species. The proliferation
of exotic species threatens to compromise
our native species and habitats, particularly
in freshwater systems. Working coopera-
tively with private landowners and other
partners will be essential in addressing
these and a multitude of other interrelated
challenges. As our human population ex-
pands, so will the impacts and pressures on

our lands and waters. The growing num-
ber of Texans seeking outdoor experiences
will call for new recreational opportunities.
Emerging and expanding energy technol-
ogies will require us to balance new en-
ergy sources with their potential impacts
on fish and wildlife habitats. Conserving
adequate water for healthy communities,
economies, and our environment will be
of paramount importance in the years to
come. As we tackle these challenges, we
will continue to utilize the best available
science-based research and staff expertise
and will rely on the input of state leaders
and our public and private partners. We are
fortunate that so many Texans are pas-
sionate about the outdoors. Simply put,
we could not do our conservation work
alone. In this ecologically diverse state with
SO much to care for, everyone's participa-
tion and effort counts. Thank you for your
interest and for your care and concern for
our species of greatest conservation need.


http://ournatureusa.com/
http://ournatureusa.com/

The Rich Resources of Texas

Texas holds a special place in the hearts and minds of its citizens. The sheer
size of the state and its richly varied landscape and history are among the
reasons that Texans feel an incredibly strong sense of place and connection
to our lands, water and wildlife. Stewardship of these resources is something
Texans take great pride in achieving.

Texas 1s blessed with amazing biodiversity—home to nearly 800 species of fish,
443 species of butterflies, 639 species of birds, and about 5,000 species of na-
tive plants. With 12 distinct ecoregions covering approximately 268,500 square
miles, Texas has an astounding array of climates, soils and habitats. High plains,
wetlands, mountains, deserts, forests and coastal marshes provide habitat for
the fish and wildlife resources that help define the landscape. Texas also con-
tains 191,228 miles of creeks and rivers, including 40,194 miles of perennial,
continually flowing waters. These creeks and rivers support 189 species of
native freshwater fishes, along with another 38 species of fishes that migrate
between rivers and coastal bays and estuaries.

Today, Texas is facing unprecedented conservation challenges. Several species
of birds and mammals have already vanished from Texas and many more are
imperiled. Such conservation challenges have led to 1,310 species being iden-
tifled as Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN) in the Texas Conserva-
tion Action Plan (TCAP).

The TCAP is a living document first created in 2005 by a year-long process
Involving teams of the brightest conservation minds in Texas specializing in
various taxonomic groups. These teams met over the course of a year to
collectively assess all the species in Texas and determine the species that are in
the greatest need of conservation efforts. This effort resulted in the SGCN list
that has provided the foundation for conservation strategy since that time. This
document was updated, expanded, and refined in 2014 by a similar process
over the course of several years. Fortunately, Texans have long recognized the
need for stewardship of the state’s land, water, fish and wildlife and have a his-
tory of protecting the state's natural heritage. The TCAP is a roadmap for the
conservation community to implement collaborative stewardship.



https://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/land/tcap/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/landwater/land/tcap/

The People of Texas

Not only does Texas support some of the greatest diversity of animal and plant life in the nation, it also supports a
diversity of people and cultures. With a total population of approximately 30 million, Texas has three cities
containing over 1 million people. This 1s more than any other state. These cities are increasingly diverse and the
face of Texas continues to change.

Demographers predict that by 2040 the population of Texas could reach 45 million people, and more than 53 per-
cent will be Hispanic. Engaging diverse audiences will become even more important in the years to come.

Involving Texans in outdoor recreation 1s a critical component of conservation. Numerous studies have confirmed
that outdoor recreation leads to caring for natural resources. Studies have also confirmed the importance of con-
necting children to nature. Providing nature-based experiences for the children of Texas is important to their health,
education and well-being.

A century ago, most Texans lived in rural areas and were closer to nature. Today, the vast majority of the popu-
lation lives in large cities and urban areas. As the population increases, so does the demand for more and better
access to outdoor recreational opportunities. As more Texans seek outdoor experiences, it 1s more important than
ever to ensure that lands and waters are set aside and managed for fish, wildlife and recreation. Our quality of life
and sense of place depend on it.



Sustaining Healthy Water
and Ecosystems

From spring-fed rivers flowing past
towering cypress trees to coastal bays and
wetlands teeming with plants, fish and
wildlife, Texas waters are a source of
beauty and wonder and an essential
life-supporting resource for animals, plants
and humans. With over 191,228 miles of
creeks and rivers, seven major estuaries
and approximately 200 major springs,
Texas 1s blessed with a bounty of aquatic
resources.

Healthy ecosystems depend on careful
and effective land and water management.
The population of Texas i1s expanding
rapidly, bringing incredible pressure to bear
on all of the state's natural resources,
especially water. Our economy, our
natural ecosystems and our quality of life
In Texas rely on fishable, swimmable,
drinkable water. We need sufficient clean
water available to sustain life, not only in
our urban centers, but also in the rural
Texas countryside. Perhaps more
important, Texas needs sufficient clean
water, with seasonal variability, to sustain
the diverse aquatic and riparian
ecosystems throughout Texas and the
species such as the Guadalupe bass, San
Marcos salamander, or the whooping
crane that depend on those habitats.

Law Enforcement

Caring deeply about the people and nat-
ural resources of Texas comes naturally

to Texas game wardens and park police
officers. As commissioned peace officers,
game wardens provide leadership in con-
servation enforcement, patrolling the lands
and waterways of their communities and
enforcing regulations. But their role is even
more. Game wardens live in each of our
254 counties. They routinely teach local
classes, conduct community outreach,
appear in media, and visit area schools.
TPWD's law enforcement staff interacts
with the public through a long-established
philosophy of Community Oriented Polic-
ing. This philosophy promotes and sup-
ports organizational strategies to address
the underlying causes of unlawful activity
through problem-solving tactics and offi-
cer-community collaboration. This helps
engender greater support for the protec-
tion of SGCN.

As an example, game wardens teaching
hunter education courses discuss ethics

of shooting game birds but not protect-

ed species. The goal is to teach the user
well before having to conduct enforce-
ment. Another example is teaching about
Turtle Excluder Devices in the bays and
Gulf. Wardens routinely conduct visits,
inspections, and ultimately enforcement of
vessels. Community Oriented Policing up-
holds proactive partnership before reacting
to what cannot be undone. Nothing could
be more important than applying this same
principle to species whose future is imper-
lled.



Direct experience with nature is vital to physical, emotional and spiritual well-being and leads to a healthy understanding of our place
In the world. Yet, as the population becomes more urbanized and once-vast expanses of open space continue to be fragmented and
developed, Texans are becoming increasingly disconnected from the outdoors, and in fact, many children today are growing up
without these experiences.

As a result, the work TPWD does with SGCN lacks relevancy to most Texans. Improving existing wildlife viewing sites, developing new
sites, and communicating access opportunities for our 4.4 million wildlife viewers and more than one million paddlers will help bridge
this gap. Educating these audiences on the importance of habitat conservation while also reconnecting people with nature through
recreational opportunities and improved access will improve human health and well-being and help cultivate the next

generation of conservationists.

TPWD is uniguely positioned to build support for SGCN conservation through the outdoor recreation opportunities offered at
hundreds of sites throughout the state. TPWD currently operates 95 state parks and natural areas, 47 wildlife management areas and
eight fish hatcheries, comprising 1.4 million acres that are managed in the public trust for recreation and conservation. Through the
Texas Paddling Trails Program, TPWD collaborates with local partners to manage a network of 130 river access areas that offer
paddling, fishing, and wildlife viewing opportunities on nearly 600 miles of Texas rivers. Collectively, these sites offer a remarkable
variety of opportunities to experience the outdoors. From the desert mountain sky islands of Big Bend Ranch State Park to the cypress
swamps of Caddo Lake Wildlife Management Area, TPWD provides outdoor experiences ranging from peaceful to exhilarating and
from suburban oases to backcountry wilderness all creating opportunities to see and learn about the species in the most need of
conservation in our state.

Protecting, enhancing and increasing recreational opportunities throughout the state play an important role in the agency’s mission
and serve to engender support for SGCN conservation. TPWD will continue working to ensure that all Texans have access to the
outdoors for education, recreation and rejuvenation. In short, we hope to inspire appreciation for and love of the outdoors, and create
a willingness to protect and conserve it.



Our strategy 1s extrapolated from the 2015 Land and Water Resources Conservation and
Recreation Plan and 1s focused on the milieu of dimensions impacting SGCN. This section
describes how TPWD would prioritize and allocate potential funding should passage of
the Recovering America’s Fish and Wildlife Act result in an influx of resources to manage,
conserve and restore SGCN populations and habitats.

The strategy 1s arranged into three overarching goals along with communication plans
to iInform and engage the public in support of the strategy. The goals and objectives are
INntended to promote stewardship on public and private lands and waters; protect our
SGCN populations and habitats; encourage partnerships with all stakeholders; utilize sci-
ence as the backbone of decision-making; promote participation in the outdoors; instill
appreciation of nature in our citizens, young and old; and promote business approaches
that leverage industry standards and best practices to support our mission.

Though the task force attempted to maintain accuracy when projecting costs of the var-
1ouUs nitiatives, projects, or potential plans, it 1s important to acknowledge there 1s uncer-
tainty in such a planning effort. The plan does not attempt to capture the level of detail
required to list all of the support divisions and staffing within TPWD (and other conserva-
tion partners) necessary to realize such broad and visionary goals. The plan also does not
attempt to list every project, program, or species that could receive funding.



Goal 1: Practice, encourage, and enable
science-based stewardship of SGCN

Texans will strive to conserve, manage and restore SGCN as listed in the Texas
Conservation Action Plan. Science and experience foster understanding of natural
systems and help the Texas conservation community anticipate changes and address
emerging issues that impact SGCN. Relevant science informs the TPW Commission
and focuses the actions of staff, constituents and partners. Through agency
operations as well as partnerships with the conservation community, TPWD would
invest approximately 85% of potential funding toward stewardship of SGCN.

A. TPWD will practice, promote and support
protection of SGCN populations and their habitats

There are many vehicles by which SGCN populations may be protect-
ed from the myriad threats that exist today. Protecting landscape-scale,
contiguous habittats 1s paramount to the stability of SGCN populations.
The tools to accomplish such protection could include land acquisition,
purchasing or transferring development and/or water rights from willing

cooperators, establishing conservation agreements with landowners, and
embedding the needs of SGCN into land use, watershed and municipal
planning as well as permitting and environmental review processes.
Finally, protecting SGCN would not be complete without targeted, proac-
tive law enforcement. With additional focused enforcement, illegal wild-
life traffickers could be discovered and prosecuted, thus deterring future
illegal take and protecting our rare resources.




Actions:

1. Encourage landowners to cooperatively
establish conservation agreements to protect
contiguous habitat for SGCN

2. Establish and maintain cooperative strate-

gies to incorporate long-term SGCN needs in

all statewide, regional and local land use and

watershed planning, permitting, and environ-
mental review processes

3. Implement programs to purchase land or
purchase/transfer development rights from
willing property owners to benefit SGCN con-
servation

4. Implement programs to purchase/transfer
water rights to protect SGCN populations and
habitats

5. Supply equipment, training, and operation-
al support to protect SGCN through proactive
law enforcement

Spotlight: Protecting Environmental Flows

Natural river flow patterns are critically important to healthy rivers, bays,
and estuaries and the diverse populations of fish and wildlife they support.
However, flow patterns have been altered in all regions of the state due to

groundwater pumping, surface water diversions, dam operations,
INcreases in impervious cover in urban areas, and water consumption by
invasive plants. By partnering with a variety of non-governmental orga-
nizations, river authorities, water utilities, and landowners, we can restore
and protect our rivers and streams. Working together, we can ensure that
the ecological, recreational, and economic values associated with Texas
rivers, bays, and estuaries are maintained for current and future genera-
tions.



B. TPWD will practice, promote and support
exemplary management of SGCN populations

TPWD along with the conservation community will manage existing
habitats and populations well to ensure resilience and stability of SGCN
for current and future generations. To accomplish this, we must under-
stand SGCN requirements and distributions, habitat/watershed conditions
and natural/anthropogenic stressors, and actively manage our lands and
waters to improve conditions thus allowing SGCN to thrive where they
occur. Likewise, we will support, encourage, and enable private landown-
ers and other conservation partners to do the same.

Actions:

1. Conduct, coordinate or promote strate-
gic surveys or mapping of SGCN, habitats
and ecosystems on public and private
lands and waters

2. Conduct, coordinate or promote strate-
gic research on SGCN, habitats and eco-
systems on public and private lands and

waters

3. In cooperation with public and private
landowners, manage habitats, watersheds
and hydrologic conditions to support
healthy SGCN populations

4. Conduct, coordinate or support con-
servation actions that mitigate threats to
SGCN such as invasive species, fragmen-
tation, climate change, energy develop-
ment, industry, and other environmental
and anthropogenic stressors



C. TPWD will practice, promote and support
introduction or restoration of SGCN
populations and habitats

Unfortunately, examples exist across our state where suitable habitat has
been lost and populations of SGCN have been extirpated. In such cases,
TPWD would work with public and private landowners as well as other
conservation partners to restore habitats and reintroduce populations
where appropriate. Such an undertaking will require in-depth under-
standing of species requirements and calculated application of habitat
restoration / enhancement methodologies, propagation and husbandry
techniques in well-designed facilities, and thoughtful release / monitoring
protocols in well-suited areas to maximize success.

Actions:

1. In cooperation with public and
private landowners, create or re-
store habitats, watersheds and
hydrologic conditions to support
healthy SGCN populations

2. Assist habitat and population
restoration efforts through propaga-
tion and reintroduction of SGCN as

approprate



Goal 2: increase access to

and participation in the outdoors

Access to a variety of outdoor experiences is critical for
human health and quality of life. Since the vast majori-
ty of Texans reside in urban areas, there is a great need
to ensure the availability of affordable and accessible
outdoor recreational and educational opportunities.
Charged with this task, TPWD along with the conserva-
tion community must engage citizens from all places
and all walks of life while maximizing the use of limited
public lands and incentivizing public access to private
lands. Through agency operations as well as partner-
ships with the conservation community, TPWD would
invest approximately 7.5% of potential funding to in-
crease access to and participation in the outdoors.

A. TPWD will increase and facilitate access to public
and private lands and waters for recreation

Numerous opportunities exist to enhance wildlife recreation opportunities by in-
creasing access to public and private lands and waters in Texas. For instance: the
Great Texas Wildlife Trails connect the public to wildlife (including SGCN) through
viewing opportunities on public lands. Public boat ramps facilitate access to state-
wide canoe and kayak paddling trails and, through paddling recreation, encourage
and engender an appreciation of native habitats and SGCN. Investing in urban con-
servation projects can create networks of natural destination areas within easy access
of the majority of the citizens of Texas. Finally, considering more than 95% of Texas
1s privately owned, expanding successful private land leasing programs, such as the
Voluntary Public Access and Habitat Incentive Program, improves public access for
outdoor recreation on private lands and has the potential to impact millions of acres
containing SGCN.



Spotlight: Engage People through Wildlife Recreation

The exploding growth of paddle sports presents a major opportunity to
educate more people about the need to conserve rivers and bays for
people and wildlife. Providing and communicating better access and
opportunities for the more than one million kayakers and canoers across
Texas will help connect an ever-growing urban audience with hands-on
experiences in nature and improve awareness of the need to conserve
fish and wildlife habitat.

Actions:

1. Provide and/or assist parks, local com-
munities, and private property owners
in providing economically viable recre-

ational venues for activities such as wild-
life-watching, stargazing, photo safaris,

camping, kayaking, hiking, and other
nature-based recreation

2. Construct, provide, or support facili-
ties and amenities to broaden access to
the outdoors and enhance the quality of
experience for people of all ages, abilities

and interests

3. Partner with federal, state and local
agencies and cities to provide increased
access to public lands and waters

12



B. TPWD will encourage people of all ages, backgrounds and abilities to experi-
ence the outdoors and participate in outdoor recreation

The conservation challenges facing SGCN today cannot be met by TPWD alone, or even by the combined efforts of multiple con-
servation agencies and institutions. These challenges require leveraging the collective force of average citizens who are trained, em-
powered and mobilized to contribute toward SGCN conservation. To accomplish this, a keen understanding of participant motiva-
tions must be developed and applied through targeted human dimensions research. Armed with such understanding, TPWD and the
conservation community would support and/or encourage well-designed programs/activities deploying volunteers to fill SGCN data
gaps, monitor SGCN populations on our lands and in our waters, and implement conservation projects benefitting SGCN. With such
keen understanding, TPWD would also more effectively provide and/or support outdoor experiences that inspire and motivate citizens
toward supporting SGCN conservation.

Actions:

1. Encourage volunteerism and citizen sci-
ence in support of SGCN conservation and
outdoor recreation

2. Organize, coordinate, support and/or invest
in programs, activities, or events that foster
and enable active participation in outdoor

recreation

Spotlight: Engage and Empower Citizens

Texans want to help the land, water and wildlife of our great state. By
growing programs like Texas Nature Trackers, Texas Waters Program and
the Texas Master Naturalist Program, an army of citizens can be equipped
and empowered to play a critical, active role in caring for the wild things
they love.

13



Goal 3: Educate, inform and engage Texas
citizens in support of outdoor recreation and
SGCN conservation

Actions:
Texas has a vast diversity of ecosystems and natural resources, 1. Team with classroom educators and
. . health and physical education instruc-
many of which are unique to Texas. These landscapes transcend tors to advocate for a lifelong interest in
political and ownership boundaries. As a result, wide-ranging OUIEBED TeeEE el BCNNES
awareness and cooperation are critical for effective stewardship 2. Expand the availability of training and
) ) curriculum tools to educators and con-
of natural and cultural resources. It is essential to develop an array servation partners
of public and private strategies that build broad-based support for 3. Advance public awareness and under-
. . standing of the significance and benefits
successful and adaptive management, restoration and conserva- of SGCN habitats and populations
tion. Through agency operations as well as partnerships with the 4. Educate citizens on the importance
conservation community, TPWD would invest approximately 7.5% S MEETET S, [TE|NEL EOMSEMTIN;
mountain sky lslla_nds, W1}d11fe corridors,
of potential funding to educate, inform and engage citizens regard- and other sensitive habitats for SGCN
) conservation
ing SGCN.

Spotlight: Connecting Children and Nature

Studies show children and families are increasingly disconnected from na-
ture, threatening the Texas economy, ecology and human well-being. Re-
search also shows children who have daily connection with nature are hap-
pier, healthier and smarter, and that kids who learn about wildlife are more
likely to care for our environment as they mature. Expanding the Texas Chil-
dren in Nature Campus Campout and Outdoor Skills program will help con-
nect schools and youth groups with wildlife and habitat

conservation.
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Commitment to Transparency

The conservation community in Texas works to address a multitude of challenges in many
unigue ecosystems. Large nonprofit organizations, small land trusts, research institutions,
and private land managers are vital to recovering SGCN conservation but come to the ta-
ble with different resources. With such diverse interests, no single funding strategy will be
appropriate for all SGCN populations and all partners. TPWD 1s committed to ensuring a
collaborative, open process through which new conservation funds are shared. TPWD will
use new and existing granting programs, cost-sharing strategies, partnering opportuntties,
and open calls for proposals to develop solutions for SGCN conservation.



Call to Action

Texas is blessed with a rich natural heritage. Conserving this rich heritage will require concerted effort in the face of
immense challenges. As the state's population increases, so does land fragmentation, competing demands for wa-
ter resources, loss of open space, genetic isolation, habitat degradation, and other impacts to our lands, waters, and
fish and wildlife resources. Invasive species are disrupting ecosystems and reducing native biodiversity. Drought has
become a persistent problem. We face daunting conservation issues that compel us to adapt and innovate to con-
serve the natural resources that define our state’'s proud heritage.

Yet, conservation success stories such as the recovery of endangered brown pelicans, reintroduction of peregrine
falcons, and restoration of Guadalupe Bass throughout its native streams of the Edwards Plateau ecoregion provide
reason for hope. Polls and surveys consistently show that Texas citizens strongly support land, water and wildlife
conservation and outdoor recreation.

Resources to address these conservation challenges are limited, so we must work collaboratively and creatively to
ensure that our imperiled populations and habitats persist into the future. No single organization or government
entity alone can do what is needed. Individual action is important, but when we work together, the results can be
transformative.

For Texas, the Recovering America's Wildlife Act would indeed mean transformative change for people and wildlife,
the kind of breakthrough that comes once in a generation. But it won't happen unless people who care get in-
formed, get involved and work together to conserve the best of Texas. For more information about what this would
mean for our state, and to find out how to help, go to www.txwildlifealliance.org/.

16


http://www.txwildlifealliance.org/

Appendix 1: List of Potential Conservation Partners

Governmental Agencies

(list is not exhaustive)

APHIS Wildlife Services

County Governments

Municipal Governments

Municipal Utllity Districts

National Forest Service

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

National Park Service

River Authorities

Texas AGM Agrilife Extension

Texas Department of Transportation
Texas AGM Forest Service

U. S. Army Corps of Engineers

U. S. Department of Agriculture

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service

U. S. Geological Survey
U. S. Forest Service

Nongovernmental Conservation

Organizations (list is not exhaustive)
Alliance of Natural Resource Outreach and
Service Programs

American Society of Mammalogists
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies
Audubon Societies

Audubon Texas

Bat Conservation International

Bayou Preservation Association

Big Bend Conservation Alliance

Boone & Crockett Club

Borderlands Wildlife Research Institute
Botanical Research Institute of Texas
Caesar Kleberg Wildlife Research Institute

Chihuahuan Desert Research Institute
Coastal Bend Bays and Estuaries Program
Coastal Bend Bays Foundation
Coastal Conservation Assoclation
Dallas Safart Club

Desert Fish Habitat Partnership

Deuvils River Conservancy

East Foundation

Franklin Mountains Wilderness Coalition
Freshwater Mollusks Conservation Society
Hill Country Alliance

Houston Wilderness Club

Joint Ventures

Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center
Ladybird Johnson Wildflower Center
Llano River Watershed Alliance
National Butterfly Center

National Wild Turkey Federation
National Wildlife Federation

Native Plant Society of Texas (w/ local
chapters)

North American Butterfly Association
Operation Game Thief

Project Learning Tree

Project Wild

Quail Unlimited

Saltwater Fisheries Enhancement
Association

Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation
Sierra Club

Society for Ecological Restoration
Texan By Nature

Texas and Southwest Cattle Raisers
Association

Texas Campaign for the Environment
Texas Chapter of The Wildlife Society

Texas Conservation Alliance

Texas Herpetological Societies
Texas Marine Mammal Stranding Network
Texas Master Naturalists

Texas Ornithological Society

Texas Outdoor Partners (TOPS)
Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation
Texas Speleological Association
Texas Wildlife Association

The Aransas Project

Watershed Groups

Welder Wildlife Foundation & Refuge
Wildlife Management Associations
World Wildlife Fund

Xerces Society

Land Trust Community
(list is not exhaustive)

Aransas First

Bayou Land Conservancy

Big Thicket Natural Heritage Trust
Cibolo Conservancy

Coastal Bend Land Trust
Colorado River Land Trust
Connemara Conservancy
Cradle of Texas Conservancy
Ducks Unlimited

Frontera Land Alliance
Galveston Bay Foundation
Green Spaces Alliance of Texas
Guadalupe-Blanco River Trust
Gulf Coast Bird Observatory
Hill Country Conservancy

Hill Country Land Trust
Houston Audubon
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Katy Prairie Conservancy

Native Prairies Association of Texas
Pines & Prairies Land Trust

Scenic Galveston

Texas Agricultural Land Trust

Texas Cave Management Association
Texas Conservation Alliance

Texas Conservation Connection
Texas Conservation Connection
Texas Land Conservancy

Texas Land Trust Council

The Nature Conservancy

Travis Audubon

Upper Trinity Conservation Trust
Valley Land Fund

Wilbarger Creek Conservation Alliance
Wimberley Valley Watershed Association

Private Business / Industry
(list is not exhaustive)
Agriculture Industry

Consulting Firms

Energy Industry

Medical / Health Community
Native American Seed Company
Private Landowners

Realtor industry

Texas Farm Bureau

Texas Shrimp Association
Tourism Industry

Universities

(list is not exhaustive)
Abilene Christian University
Angelo State University
Baylor University

Rice University

Sam Houston State University
Southern Methodist University
Stephen F Austin State University
Sul Ross State University
Tarleton State University

Texas A & M University

Texas AGM Natural Resources Institute
Texas Christian University

Texas State University

Texas Tech University

The University of Texas

Zoos

(list is not exhaustive)
Abilene Zoo

Amarillo City Zoo
Caldwell Zoo

Cameron Park Zoo

Dallas World Aquarium and Zoo
Dallas Zoo

El Paso Zoo

Ellen Trout Zoo

Fort Worth Zoo

Fossil Rim Wildlife Center
Frank Buck Zoo

Gladys Porter Zoo

Gladys Porter Zoo
Houston Zoo

Houston Zoo

Moody Gardens Rainforest
Natural Bridge Wildlife Ranch
San Antonio Zoo

Sea World of Texas

The Texas Z00

Nature Centers

(list is not exhaustive)

Acton Nature Center of Hood County
Armand Bayou Nature Center

Austin Nature & Science Center

Bay Education Center

Baytown Nature Center

Bear Springs Blossom Nature Center
Bob Jones Nature Center

Canyon of the Eagles Lodge and Nature
Park

Cattaill Marsh

Cedar Ridge Preserve

Chihuahuan Desert Nature Center
Cibolo Nature Center

Dogwood Canyon Audubon Center
East Texas Ecological Education Center
Eaton Hill Nature Center

Edinburg Scenic Wetlands

Edith L. Moore Nature Sanctuary

Fort Worth Nature Center and Refuge
Fredericksburg Nature Center

Ginzbarg Nature Discovery Center

Gulf Coast Bird Observatory

Heard Natural Science Museum and
Sanctuary

Helotes Creek Nature Center

Houston Arboretum and Nature Center
Jesse H. Jones Park & Nature Center
Kleb Woods Nature Center

Lewisville Lake Environmental Learming
Area

Matagorda County Birding Nature Center
McKinney Roughs Nature Park
Meadows Center for Water and the
Environment

Miller Springs Nature Center
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Mitchell Lake Audubon Center

Rio Bravo Nature Center

River Bend Nature Center

River Legacy

Riverside Nature Center

Sabal Palm Sanctuary

San Angelo Nature Center

San Marcos Nature Center

Shangri La Botanical Gardens and Nature
Center

Sibley Nature Center

Sims Bayou Urban Nature Center

South Padre Island Birding and Nature Center
South Padre Island Dolphin Research and Sea Life Nature Center
South Texas Botanical Gardens & Nature Center
Spring Creek Greenway Nature Center
Trinity River Audubon Center

Twelve Hills Nature Center

Valley Nature Center

Vergara Environmental Science Center
Westcave Outdoor Discovery Center

Wild Basin Wilderness Preserve

© 2019 TPWD PWD PL E0100-0868

TPWD receives funds from the USFWS. TPWD prohibits discrimination on

the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, disability, age, and gender,
pursuant to state and federal law. To request an accommodation or obtain
information in an alternative format, please contact TPWD on a Text Tele-
phone (TDD) at (512) 389-8915 or by Relay Texas at 7-1-1 or (800) 735-2989.
If you believe you have been discriminated against by TPWD, please contact
TPWD or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Office for Diversity and Workforce
Management, 5275 Leesburg Pike, Fall Church, VA 22041
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